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	Narration in Lorrie Moore’s short story “How to Become a Writer” is in the unusual second-person singular form of “you.” Yet this point of view is not precisely the second-person singular “you” but closer to an objective form – not an intimate “you”, but a plural “you all,” characteristic of self-help manuals. The detached narration creates a biographical instruction manual, which expresses the dark humor of the story and the irony of the narration.
	It is Moore’s unusual narration style that effectively creates the dark comedy. Early in the text the narrator describes a first attempt at fiction writing with repetitious second-person “you” statements. If this account had been written in first-person narration and the account had taken the form of “I look”, “I decide”, “I struggle” and “I write” then the sense of parody of an instruction manual iswould be immediately lost. The first person narration would delivers no humor – it would becomes a simply depressing recollection of a teen’s failed first attempt at writing. More importantly, in first person, the text would assumes a diary-like narration rather than the self-help style and the accompanying irony would vanishes. By writing in the instructional imperative form, the author establishes the objectivity the objectivity in the “you” and creates the self-help effect. The entire narration is predicated on parodying the self-help style, and had Moore written the same story in first-person narration, the parody would be absent and the irony lost. 
		Point of view is the lens through which a reader sees the story. A point of view approximating the plural “you all” captures the ambivalence and dissatisfaction which is pervasive in the limited characterization of the narrator. If Moore had written in first-person “I” the experience for the reader would instead become an invested and shared experience with the narrator.. The prose would then feel like a diary excerpt, with the reader catching only snippets of entries throughout the narrator’s life. Changing the point of view changes the lens through which the story is experiencedthat provides the experience of the story. The diary-like effect is not moving- there would be nothing humorous, nothing ironic and nothing unique about the story if it had been presented in first-person narration. 
Ultimately, the irony of the prose makes this story significant.  Most humorous is the fact that while the narrator writes in the self-help style, she clearly needs help herself. Perhaps the narrator wrote the story to examine her dissatisfaction and objectively try to (ironically) write herself a way out of it. The narrator’s high school English teacher, Mr. Killian, mentions plot, or lack thereof, in the narrator’s fiction by commenting that “[she] has no sense of [it]” paralleling the very loose plot in the text. The comments on missing plot continue through the story, providing a sense of self awareness of the lack of plot in the text. Yet this device lends itself to the effect of the self-help style: readers do not expect a plot in how-to guides. Had the story been written in first-person narration, the story would have been deprived of this effect and it would simply be a rather dull short story with no plot. Instead, Lori Moore provides a poignant musing about a failed life trajectory, keenly written through parody of self-help and life coaching guides. 
