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	Point of view in the narration ofNarration in Lorrie Moore’s short story “How to Become a Writer” is expressed through anin the unusual self-help tone, taking the second-person singular form of “you.” Yet, the “you” that is written inthis point of view is not precisely the second-person singular “you” but rathercloser, a more to an objective form – not an intimate “you”, but a plural “you all,” characteristic of which is closer to the third-p self-help manuals. The detached narration creates a biographical instruction manual, which expresses the dark humor of the story and the irony of the narration.erson plural “you.” This objective, general “you” and the self-help style of the narration express both the irony of the narration and the dark humor in the events of the story.
	It is Moore’s unusual narration style that effectively creates the dark comedy. Early in the textIn the paragraph on page 380 which begins, “In your high school...” the narrator detailsdescribes a first attempt at fiction writing throughwith repetitious second-person “you” statements. If this account had been written in first-person narration and the account had taken the form of “I look”, “I decide”, “I struggle” and “I write” then parody of an instruction manualeffect that Moore has created  is immediately lost. The first person narration delivers no humor – it There is no humor in this account; it becomes a simply depressing recollection of a teen’s failed first attempt at writing. More importantly, in first person, the text assumes a diary-like narration rather than the self-help style and of prose is gone and  the accompanying irony has vanisheds. By writing in the instructional imperative form, the author establishes the objectivity Because the paragraph on page 380 is written in command form, it establishes the objectivity in the “you” and creates the self-help effect.  The humorous result is that these are directions and instructions supposedly built from life experience. The entire narration is predicated on parodying the self-help style, and had Moore attempted to write towritten the same storyend  in first-person narration, the parody would have beenbe absent and the irony lost. 
		Point of view is the lens through which a reader sees the story.seeks to mold the way a reader feels about the events in a story. Since the reader is presented with aA point of view that is akin toapproximating  the plural “you all”third-person plural, it is easy for the reader to join the narrator in hercaptures the ambivalentce and dissatisfaction view of the events  which is and distance him- or herself from the dissatisfaction that pervasive indes the limited characterization of the narrator. If Moore had written inthe paragraph on page 380 had been read with the first-person “I” the experience for the reader would instead become an invested and shared experience with the narrator..n this distanced regard of the events would become an invested and shared experience with the narrator. The prose, in the context of this story, would then adopt the feel of a like a diary excerpt, with the reader being presented withcatching only snippets of entries throughout the life of the narrator’s life. Changing the point of view changes the lens through which the story is experienced. The diary-like effect new effect is not moving- there would be nothing humorous, nothing ironic and nothing unique about the story if it had been presented in first-person narration. 
Ultimately, it was the irony inof the prose makes this story significant. of this short story that stayed with me after the reading. Most humorously is the fact that while the narrator is writing/speakingwrites in the self-help style, she clearly needs help herself. Perhaps the narrator wrote the storyis constructing this story in order to help herself? To objectively to look at the apparentexamine her dissatisfaction and objectively with her situation and try to (ironically) write herself a way out of it?. The narrator’s high school English teacher, On page 380 Mr. Killian, mentions plot,  (or lack thereof,) in the narrator’s fiction by commenting that “[she] has no sense of plot[it]” paralleling.” I find this ironic because this short story has a  the very loose plot in and of itself in the text. These comments on missing plot continue through the story, providing a sense of self awareness of the lack of plot in the text.  and it’s as if the writer, or perhaps narrator, is inserting self-aware comments on the lack of plot in the text we are reading. Yet, this device lends itself to the effect of the self-help style-: as readers we do not expect a plot within how-to guides. Again, hHad the story been written in first-person narration, the story would have been deprived of this effect would be lost and it would simply be a rather dull short story with no plot. Instead, Lori Moorewe are given provides a poignant musing onabout a failed life trajectory, keenly written through parody of self-help and life coaching guides. 
